
OUR CHRISTMAS CARD TO THE CIRCLE 

 
 

“I Wonder As I Wander” 
by John Jacob Niles 

 
I wonder as I wander out under the sky, 

How Jesus the Savior did come for to die 
For poor on'ry people like you and like I; 
I wonder as I wander out under the sky. 

When Mary birthed Jesus 'twas in a cow's stall 
With wise men and farmers and shepherds and all 
But high from God's heaven, a star’s light did fall 

And the promise of ages it then did recall. 

If Jesus had wanted for any wee thing 
A star in the sky or a bird on the wing 

Or all of God's Angels in heaven to sing 
He surely could have it, 'cause he was the King. 

I wonder as I wander out under the sky 
How Jesus the Savior did come for to die 
For poor on'ry people like you and like I; 
I wonder as I wander out under the sky. 

  
     Throughout the generations we have expressed the awesome wonder 
of Christmas in carols couched in our own perceptions and wording.  
May the carols you hear and sing this season, and those quoted in this 
card, so touch your soul that your heart will prepare him room, and 
heaven, nature, and all who receive this greeting, may together sing his 
praises, and rejoice in this and every Christmas.  
 

 
John and Kathy Huggins, Social Circle United Methodist Church 

“Mary Had a Baby”  
African-American Spiritual 

 
Mary had a baby (My Lord), Mary had a baby (Oh My Lord) 

Mary had a baby, Mary had a baby, Mary had a baby (Oh My Lord) 

Where did she lay him? (responses continue), Laid him in a manger 
Where was he born?  Born in a manger 

Mary had a baby, Born in manger, Mary had a baby 

What did she name him? Named him King Jesus 
What did they call him? Called him King Jesus 

Mary had a baby, He was called King Jesus, Mary had a baby) 

He was called King Jesus, Mighty Counselor, King Immanuel, 
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

Mary had a baby, He was called King Jesus, Mary had a baby 

Who heard the singing? Shepherds heard the singing 
Shepherds heard the singing, Hurried down to see him 

Mary had a baby, Shepherds ran to see him, Mary had a baby 

Who saw the bright star?  It was just the Wise Men 
Star keeps a shining,, Leading on the Wise Men 

Mary had a baby, Bright star led the Wise Men, Mary had a baby 

Herod tried to find him, Angel said, ‘Be wary’ 
Wise Men didn’t tell him, Jesus went to Egypt 

Mary had a baby, Angel said, ‘Be wary,’ Mary had a baby 

Angels went around him, Holding back the Devil 
Angels went around him, Watching o’er my Savior 

Mary had a baby, Angels went around him, Mary had a baby 

Mary had a baby, Mary had a baby 
Mary had a baby, Let him be your Savior, Mary had a baby 

 
     There are about as many versions of this carol as there are web sites 
related to it.  I hope my adaptation of several similar stanzas and some 
original lyrics helps to tell in the form of a spiritual the Christmas story 
of Mary’s baby, born in a manger to save us all.  
 
 
                                               Pastor John 


